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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 June 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The amendment filed on 06-18-08 has been received and entered in the case. New 
ground of rejections necessitated by the amendment is set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude w ith one or more claims particularh pointing out and. distinctU claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his imention. 

Claim 1-3, 6, 7, 10, 1 1, 14 and 18-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. Correction and /or clarification is 
required. 

Regarding claims 1 and 3, the recitation " receiving a clock signal" on line 5 and " 
provides a delay in the clock signal received by the at least on block" on lines 6 and 7 are 
confusing. Figure 22 of the present application shows that the "at least one block" (62) 
receives only one delay clock generated by circuit (22). Figure 22 shows that block signal 
(62) receives the delayed clock signal from the variable delay (22). The same rationale is 
applied to the recitation "a clock signal", line 4 and the recitation on lines 7-8 of claim 3. 

Claims 2, 6, 7, 10, 11, 14 and 18-29 carry over any rejections of claim 1 upon which 
they depend. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United Stales. 

Claims 1-3, 18, 19 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Uchida (5,926,046). 
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Regarding claims 1,18 and 19, figure 13 of Uchida shows a multiple-supply- voltage 
semiconductor device comprising: 

least one block (225, 226), receiving a variable supply voltage (230); and 
at least one e-variable delay circuit (221-224) which provides a delay in the clock 
signals (CLK) received by the at least one block; 

wherein the delay changes changing in accordance with a change in the a power 
supply voltage provided to the at least one block . Elements 21 1-224 comprise multistage 
inverters. 

Regarding claim 2, the variable delay circuit increases the delay as the supply voltage 
decreases. Note that when the supply voltage decreases, the internal impedances of the delay 
circuit (221-224) increases thus; the variable delay increases. 

Regarding claims 3 and 29, figure 13 of Uchida shows a multiple-supply- voltage 
device comprising: 

at least one block (225-226), receiving a variable supply voltage ,said at least one block 
receiving a clock signal (CK) ; 

a voltage level detector circuit (230) which detects a voltage level of the supply 
voltage and 

at least one variable delay circuit (221-224) which provides a delay in the clock 
signal received by the at least one block; 

wherein the delay changes in accordance with a change in the voltage level detected 
by the voltage level detector circuit. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 7, 10, 11, 14 and 2-29 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 
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Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until 
after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory 
period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of 
this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HIEP NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272-1752. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Donovan D. Lincoln can be reached on (571) 272-1988. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access 
to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 
571-272-1000. 

/Tuan T. Lam/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2816 
/Hiep Nguyen/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2816 
10-08-08 



